[Classification of ocular surface disease. Part 1].
The ocular surface consists of the lid margin, conjunctiva and cornea which together with the tear system represent a functional entity. The diagnosis of ocular surface disease can be very difficult due to the similarity of various disease entities. The classification should be made on the pathological and pathophysiological characteristics of ocular surface disease. The first part of the classification comprises diseases of the lid margin, the tear system as well as diseases of the conjunctiva. Both the clinical presentation as well as the underlying pathophysiological and pathological characteristics of the most important ocular surface diseases are reviewed.